
From: Ron Hirth
To: david311b@gmail.com; Jim Puthoff; Matthew Boettcher; scottent05@gmail.com; Steve Simiele;

tmd@donnellonlaw.com
Cc: Roger VanHarn
Subject: Information for the Planning Commission Meeting on Monday, January 4, 2021 - 6:30 PM
Date: Tuesday, December 29, 2020 1:33:00 PM

Planning Commission Members:
 
The agenda for the Monday, January 4, 2021 Planning Commission meeting has been posted on the
Village website on the Online Council Packet page here: https://www.golfmanoroh.gov/2021-online-
council-packets/
The link to join the Zoom meeting and other supporting documents for your meeting are also posted
there. There may be updates that take place prior to the meeting so please be sure to check it again
prior to Monday night’s meeting.
 
Council member Roger Van Harn has been working with the Go Golf Manor team in developing and
planning of “Little Library” depositories to be deployed in the neighborhood.
 
A complication has arisen in that our building code would see these as accessory structures that are
not permitted in the front yard of properties in the Village.
 
The administration is asking the Planning Commission to weigh-in on how we would address how
and where these structures would be authorized to be built, their number and proximity and any
other consideration that may arise in discussion. We could require a variance be issued for each
installation or recommend to Council to modify the code to accommodate such structures.
 
Mr. Van Harn has provided images (attached) of the first prototype with all the specifications
suggested by neighbors. The second two pictures are of 12 built for sale in and outside the village.
The 12 are built with exterior grade plywood, and are ready for decoration and installation.
 
The prototype has been made available for you to view in person in Chambers at the municipal
building. Since the meeting will be virtual by Zoom, I would encourage you to make time to stop by
and view the piece in person. Since the municipal building is currently closed to the public due to
COVID precautions, you will need to schedule a time to access the building. Please contact me by
phone or email and we will schedule a time to get you in.
 
Mr. Van Harn has provided some additional information regarding these structures in other
communities:

 
 
I gleaned this from the LL website, the County Planning Commission
of Kentucky, and the Bellevue Kentucky discussions.
 

1. Little Free Libraries are considered as an accessory use, and are
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permitted in any zoning district; provided that, all such libraries

meet the following placement requirements:

 

Shall not be located within or overhang the public street right-

of-way or any public easement; (This includes when the door is

open)

Shall not obstruct vehicular, bicycle or pedestrian traffic,

Shall not obstruct access aisles or paths utilized by persons in

wheelchairs or for ADA accessibility;

May be placed as a permitted obstruction in a required front

yard (area between the front wall of a building and the public

street right-of-way);

Enclosures shall be sized no more than 3.5 cubic feet. (Ours are

3.31 cubic feet) This limits size, while allowing creativity of

design.

Shall be anchored to the ground or otherwise securely

attached to something having a permanent location on the

ground.

Shall use safety glass

Shall not be installed within __________ feet of another Little

Library (linear feet as the curb travels, not as a crow flies)

Installation of Libraries may not interfere with public bus

travel. (Generally…bus stops are great places for libraries, but

must not interfere or impede with activities or bus travel)

Access to enclosure shall be no lower than 15 inches from the

ground, and not higher than 48 inches. (This is a

recommendation to make it accessible to someone in a

wheelchair)

 

Note: During covid, by executive order, the county/mayor allowed

the continued use of libraries, but require there to be a separate

container into which people would deposit used books, and the

library owner was to clean the books before returning to the library.

 




